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The 2017 Stratford Football Season was one for the record books. The Eagles were still looking to regain an efficient 
offense after the 2015 season. With Christian Palmer at quarterback, Deondre Duehart at fullback, Tyler Jordan at 
wingback, and Nathan Hunt at wide receiver, the Eagles were prepared to mimic their offensive success they created during 
the 2015 season. The Eagles offense was not the only thing that got people buzzing, but the Eagles defense did as well. 
Stratford had six returning starters from last years well equipped defense, which included the front three Jourdain Irvin, 
Sammy Martin, and Tobe Umerah. The Eagles' season began on the road against George Walton for a scrimmage and then 
the season opener against Savannah Country Day. Savannah Country Day has been Stratford’s season opener for the past 
four years. This year the seniors on the team were able to complete the first of many 4-0 sweeps this season. After securing 
the first win of the season, the Eagles were set to hit the ground running. The next two games Stratford would outscore 
Landmark Christian and Atkinson County 107-20. The Eagles landed a 3-0 record before heading into a big game against 
the Lincoln County Red Devils. Lincoln County has one of the most well known football programs in the nation. The Red 
Devils hold multiple state records for their consistent success. Coming off of a bye week, the Eagles were well prepared for 
the tough game ahead of them. The Eagles marched into Lincolnton to come out with a 24-13 victory which kept the ball 
rolling towards a 4-0 record. The Eagles dove into region games with victories over Mount de Sales and Twiggs County. 
After shutting out Twiggs County, the Eagles were prepared to face their hometown rival FPD. Heading into Hate Week, the 
seniors on the football team were made aware of the possibility of joining an elite club in Stratford Football history. Prior to 
the 2017 season, there had been only two senior classes to defeat FPD in all four years of high school. The last class to do 
so was the Class of 2002. The seniors were determined to become a part of this prestigious club at Stratford, and showed it 
by soundly defeating FPD 28-7. The seniors cemented their legacy in Stratford Football history by completing the four year 
sweep of FPD. Stratford defeated Wilkinson County the following week in order to roll into Tattnall with a record of 8-0. The 
Eagles went up 20-3 early in the third quarter, but the Trojans did not quit. With just over a minute left in the game, the 
Trojans completed the comeback by taking the lead 23-20. The Eagles were down but not out. After a few incomplete 
passes, Christian Palmer found Jonathan Siegel deep down the field for an 84 yard gain. The ruling was Siegel stepped out 
of bounds at the 2 yard line, so the Eagles lined up again to retake the lead. The final score was 27-23. The Eagles finished 
the regular season undefeated for the first time since 2001. The Eagles won their subdivision which placed them in the 7A 
Region Championship. For the third consecutive year, Aquinas and Stratford would face off in a region crossover game, and 
the second Region Championship game between the two. The Eagles struggled in the first half, falling to a 20-7 deficit at 
halftime. However, the second half the Eagles were able to get back into the game after stopping Aquinas on their first two 
possessions of the second half. Near the end of the third quarter, Aquinas made a field goal to go up 23-14. The Eagles 
would slip up again to go down 30-14. After that, the Eagles went to work. The Eagles would drive down the field to score, 
however, a failed two point conversion would make it a two possession game. After a successful onside kick, the Eagles 
scored again making it 30-27. Unfortunately, the second onside kick bounced towards the Irish and they recovered. The 
Eagles lost a heart breaker 30-27. Despite losing the Region Championship the Eagles were still 9-1 and were able to land a 
first round bye with the sixth overall seed in the State playoffs. The Eagles would play Fellowship Christian after the Paladins 
defeated George Walton in the first round. Stratford faced a tough Fellowship team in the second round but would triumph 
36-22 in the end. After beating last year’s State Runner-Up, the Eagles would go on the road to face Mount Paran in the 
Elite Eight. The Eagles started off strong, by scoring on the first drive of the game. The defense was also hot in the first half 
by stopping Mount Paran on all of their first half drives including a fourth and goal stop on the four yard line. The second half 
was a hard fought battle on both sides. Mount Paran did not score until the 4th quarter, and eventually took the lead late in 
the 4th against a tired Eagles defense. The Eagles season would end 10-2 on a heartbreaking 14-7 loss in the Elite Eight. 
The 2018 Senior Class has done so much for the Stratford Football program in the past four years. They have reached the 
Region Championship twice, Players such as Sammy Martin, Tobe Umerah, Tyler Jordan, Nathan Hunt, Larson McDaniel, 
Tucker Massey, and Jourdain Irvin who played both offense and defense these past two years will certainly be missed next 
year. Deondre Duehart rushed for more than 1,000 yards this season, and certainly will be hungry for more next year. 
Congratulations Class of 2018 on an outstanding football career! 

 


