
Freshman Summer Reading Assignment, 2018 
A Separate Peace, by John Knowles 

Please contact us if you have questions: Stuart.Hubbard@stratford.org; Michelle.Fleming@stratford.org; Ashely.Silley@stratford.org 
 

For this assignment, you need to write full body paragraphs for each section. This means you will answer the prompt in your 
topic sentence, then provide a quote about that character with correct MLA citation, and then in 2-3 sentences, analyze the 
example you have quoted from the text.  
 
PART I:  There are many interesting characters in this novel.   There is not a “right” or “wrong” answer for this section, BUT you 
must fully explain your answers and use appropriate support to earn full credit. 
Your job is to explain how readers should feel about these three characters: Phineas, Brinker, and Lepellier.  Do we feel sorry for 
them, or do they deserve what they get?  Do we root for or against them? OR is there an odd mix of emotions that we end up 
feeling for them?  
 
Think about how each of these characters serves as a FOIL to Gene.  
Note: In literature, a foil is a character that shows qualities that are in contrast with the qualities of another character. The 

objective is to highlight the traits of the other character.  

WRITE A FULL PARAGRAPH FOR EACH CHARACTER!! 

1) Find a quote that you feel best captures each of the three character’s traits (three separate quotes).  It can be a 
description of him, something said by him, or an action that represents him. Make sure that you put the quote in the 
proper context (when it occurs in the novel). 

2) WRITE IT OUT FULLY in MLA format: TYPED, 12 pt font, double spaced, Times New Roman, 1” margins, correct heading, 
correct citation of page number (200).  When quoting dialogue, use three quotation marks. 

3) Beneath each quote, explain how that quote reflects what you’re claiming about that character.  Each explanation 
should be 2-3 sentences long. 

 
 
PART II:  In this novel, Knowles uses the setting of Devon to discuss some of the bigger issues surrounding World War II, a war 
that initially, the U.S. was reluctant to enter due to the aftermath of World War I. Many scholars believe that Gene’s conflicted 
feelings about Phineas represent the author’s mixed feelings about War World II.  
This part focuses on the friendship between Gene and Phineas (Finny) as well as the accident, the trial, and ultimately, how 
Gene’s conflicted feelings about Phineas are a symbol for the author’s feelings about War World II.  
Answer question one, but you don’t need quotes. For Question 2, include TWO QUOTES AND ANALYSIS. You do NOT need a 
separate paragraph for each quote! 
Your job is to: 
  

1) First explain the role of rivalry that plays out in Gene and Phineas’ friendship in the story.  Is Gene motivated solely by 
jealousy? Or is his action on the tree an accident, but one that he feels guilty about later? Is Finny completely innocent 
or is he also jealous? Or are they both a mixture of the two?  

2) Find TWO quotes that you feel best illustrate Gene as a complex character who represents someone who is unsure 
about his friendship and perhaps the war, itself.  WRITE IN MLA PARAGRAPH FORM 

3) WRITE IT OUT FULLY in MLA format: TYPED, 12 pt font, double spaced, Times New Roman, 1” margins, correct heading, 
correct citation of page number (200).  When quoting dialogue, use three quotation marks. 

4) Beneath each quote, explain how that quote reflects what you’re claiming about Gene.  Each explanation should be 2-3 
sentences long. 

5) IMPORTANT NOTES: 

 THIS IS AN INDEPENDENT ASSIGNMENT.  This means that you may not work with another student on this assignment.  
The work must be entirely your own. 
 

 CONSULTING AN OUTSIDE SOURCE SUCH AS SPARKNOTES OR CLIFF’S NOTES IS AN HONOR CODE VIOLATION.  If we 
suspect you have used Sparknotes, Schmoop, or any other such outside source, we will consider it a disciplinary issue 
and will turn your work over for investigation. 
 

 YOUR GRADES ON YOUR SUMMER READING WORK ARE VERY IMPORTANT.  They will have a BIG impact on your 
average for the first quarter.  Since there typically aren’t many grades earned during the first quarter, each grade counts 
more heavily.  Earning low grade (even a C or a B) on this work will have serious and lingering consequences.  Note that 
average work will earn you an average grade.  Putting in minimal effort will earn you no higher than a C.  Although you 
will not earn a high grade based on effort alone (It’s about overall QUALITY), If you wish to earn a higher grade, your 
work should be insightful and thoughtfully written, which will require additional effort.  Take this work seriously and do 
your best. 



  



 


