
Accelerated Sophomore English Summer Reading Assignment 2018-2019 

You will read the following novel this summer: Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini. These summer 

assignments will be collected the first full day of classes. 

 

Assignment #1: Annotations 

As you read, spend time annotating and marking significant passages (with sticky notes and/or 

marginal notes, etc.). At least three margin comments a chapter.  

 

Highlighting the text doesn’t count as an annotation.   

 

Assignment #2: Newspaper Articles Summaries and Connections to the Novel 

You must read a minimum of two newspaper/magazine articles about Afghanistan. These need 

to be articles in reputable newspapers or magazines that were published during the summer.  At 

least one must be from international sources.  

After reading each article, you will write two paragraphs: one summary paragraph and 

one response paragraph.  

a. Summaries must encompass the whole article (not just the first few lines) and responses 

must illustrate specific connections to the novel.   

The summaries should be four to seven sentences. Remember, summaries are not 

opinions of the articles. Type each summary on a separate sheet of paper with correct 

MLA citation below the summary. Please cite properly. You may consult Purdue Owl for 

assistance with proper formatting.  

b. The response paragraph will be four to seven sentences as well.   

You will print out and annotate these two articles and staple them to the appropriate summary 

and response. 

Some suggested newspapers/magazines- The Wall Street Journal; The Guardian; BBC News; 

Reuters; The Atlantic; Christian Science Monitor; Sydney Morning Herald; Times of India; Al 

Jazeera. 

Be prepared to discuss your findings in class.  

Assignment #3: Reflective Paper 

As the culminating assignment, you will write one reflective paper regarding Kite Runner. In this 

paper you should reflect on the following: 

 

New insights gained in the reading of the novel. 

Changes in your perspective. 

Strengths and weaknesses in both author and novel. 



What is the value of each novel, besides entertainment of course? 

End on your overall impressions of the novel. 

 

Use MLA format correctly. Times New Roman, 12point font, one inch margins, etc. Provide an 

intriguing title. Word length: 500 words approximately. 

 

Please Note: The Summer Reading Assignments must be completed individually; this is not a group 

project. In addition, your work should not rely on the use of research, Spark Notes , Cliff’s 

Notes (or other note sources), Internet sources, or work from students who have previously 

taken the class. Stratford Academy’s Honor Code policy is in effect for these assignments.   


