
 

 

July 26, 2017 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

I hope that all of you have had a happy and relaxing summer.  The start of the new school 

year is rapidly upon us, and our faculty and staff are working hard to get ready for the 

opening days. 

 

If you saw our recent press release, then you know the big news of the summer:   the 

work is nearly finished in our old lower school building, and it will reopen as the Daws 

Student Activities Center for the 2017-18 school year.   Interior work is complete, and we 

are only awaiting the completion of a new entrance facing the baseball field.  This facility 

is going to serve students at every grade level and will house Preschool/Lower School art 

and music, a second full-size competitive gym, additional extracurricular spaces and a 

permanent home for our ASAP program.  Information will go out soon regarding 

dedication ceremonies for the building and for the newly expanded Gaddy Gymnasium. 

 

I am also very pleased with our new website, which has been re-formatted.   My sincere 

thanks to Communications Director Elizabeth Avant, who did the bulk of the work on 

this.  We believe you will find the website and the portals to be much more user-friendly.  

It will look a little different at first, so please be patient.   I think you will like it a great 

deal after you’ve had time to familiarize yourself with it.  If you run into problems, please 

feel free to contact our Elizabeth Avant (elizabeth.avant@stratford.org), and she will be 

happy to help you. 

 

The principals have been working hard on schedules and calendars for this year.  In 

particular, Margaret Brogdon has re-done the Upper and Middle School daily schedules 

in some ways that will benefit both divisions.  Margaret will be Interim Middle School 

Principal this year in addition to serving as Upper School Principal, and I am grateful to 

her for taking on this schedule project. 

 

We made the move a few years ago to be more environmentally conscious with our use 

of paper, so this is a scaled-down version of the back-to-school packet we mailed in 

former years.  Enclosed you will find a hard copy of the 2017-18 School Calendar to post 

on your refrigerator or wherever you post calendars.  All other back-to school 

information is now available on our website.  Back-to-school information may be found 

under Academics on our new website or under Announcements in both the student and 

parent portals – those portals may be accessed at the top of our new homepage at 

www.stratford.org. 

 

Please enjoy the remainder of your summer, and we will see you soon! 

 

Dr. Robert E. Veto 

Head of School 
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