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Summer Essay and Discussion Questions (10-15 sentences each) 

1. The students at Carl Hayden High School are at a financial disadvantage 

from the start. Explain how the team of four teenagers overcomes that 

disadvantage. Be specific in your description of how they use different 

means to accomplish their task (I want to know very specific details and 

anecdotes from the book).  Use economic themes in your answer.  

 

2. Describe your knowledge and views of the immigration issues in the United 

States. After reading the book, has your view changed at all? Why or Why 

not? Use specific instances from the book. Especially talk about Oscar 

Vazquez and his drive to join the military.  

 

 

3. Christian and Oscar both face serious financial and immigration speed 

bumps after the contest.  Describe both of their situations and what caused 

the struggles. Use your knowledge and opinions to answer the question: Was 

what happened to them fair? Explain what should have been done 

differently, or tell me about how the process worked. If you have differing 

opinions on each individual case, please separate the answers.  

 

4. The students overcome a lot of obstacles to win the contest. This showed a 

lot of determination and the fact that they could “beat the system”. But when 

the students are invited back to MIT years after the competition, we find out 

that the “system” has not worked in their favor (Especially if we look at their 

rivals from MIT). What do you think about the jobs held by the Carl Hayden 

kids vs the MIT students? Is this just the way of the world?... Or should 

something be done to make sure bright students like the ones at Carl Hayden 



have better opportunities to succeed? There is no wrong answer, but you 

must use your knowledge and specific examples to prove your point.  

 

5. Economics is an important part of our everyday lives. We deal with 

economics every day. Take a week in your life and discuss the economic 

decisions you have to make. Then compare your week to what you think the 

week of one of the Carl Hayden students is like. This is not an emotional 

question. I want this answered in a purely economical way. Use the facts. 

You may have to do some outside research. You may or may not sympathize 

with the students-that is not important for this specific question. Explain 

how your week differs or is similar to their week.  


