
College Prep Junior English AND College Prep Junior American History  
Summer Reading Assignment, 2017 

Contact Info: Michelle.fleming@stratford.org; 478-918-6056 
 

General Assignment Information: 

 THESE ARE INDIVIDUAL ASSIGNMENTS.  You may not work with another student to complete them. 

 Assignments are due the first full day of classes (the 1-7 day) to be turned in as a printed hard copy 
when you come to class.  NOTE: If you don’t have a printed copy with you when you walk through the door, 
it will be considered late and you will lose a letter grade on each assignment.  These grades will count for 
BOTH CP Junior English AND CP Junior American History. 

 All responses should be typed in MLA format.  EDIT.  Make sure all work to be handed in is a proofread, 
clean copy.  If you are turning in something as a final draft, it should be the best work you can do.  If you’re 
going to take the time to do something, take the time to do it right.  Not proofreading will automatically drop 
your assignment a letter grade. 

 Remember that this is not “just summer work”; these will be your first grades in this class, and they will be a 

large part of your first quarter grade.  Your responses should be insightful and interesting and 

should show me that you thought about the material as you read.  Bear in mind that average (or minimum) 
work earns average grades. 

 You may not use Sparknotes, Cliff’s Notes, or any other such reference material.   

 Do not watch the movie as a substitute for the book.   

  If I feel you have gotten help from an outside source, I will treat it as an Honor Code violation.   

 Be prepared for a reading test on the first full 1-7 day.  
 
 
 
Text:  Into the Wild, by Jon Krakauer 
Overview: This is a work of nonfiction BUT it is certainly not objective.  One description about this type of nonfiction  
is that it is a “melding of imaginative writing with journalistic reporting…[it is] a nonfiction book – with a little flair” 
(Noel).  So the question, then, becomes what is Krakauer’s purpose, his reason for telling his story? (Possible 
essay question) 
 
A.  Look for, mark, and be ready to discuss ways Krakauer directly inserts himself or his views into the 
story.  Where are some places where he is clearly biased and not journalistically objective?  Where does he seem 
to be trying to manipulate his reader into trying to feel something specific about McCandless? 
 
B.   Read and mark all parts of the book, INCLUDING the Epilogue and all Epigraphs.  Focus on Krakauer’s 
voice: How is it created?  How does he connect to the reader?  It is clear from the opening lines what happens, so 
how does the way in which Krakauer tells the story create suspense and sympathy?  HINT: be thinking of how 
you’d address both these topics in an essay if you were asked. 
 
C.  Vocabulary:  For each of the 30 words listed on the attached sheet, find a definition from a dictionary / 
dictionary site (out of your head is not an option), write it out, and include the part of speech.  You do not need to 
include a WC page, but make a note at the TOP of the page that tells me which source you used.  If you complete 
just this part of the vocabulary assignment correctly, you can earn a maximum grade of C-.   
 
In addition, write out the sentence from the book in which all 30 of the words appear, MLA cited correctly.  There is 
a pdf copy online which will help you find the words you don’t notice as you read.  Press Control and F and a 
search box appears.  You can search for the word that way. 
 
Be prepared for a vocabulary test when we return to school. 
 
D.  Complete a correctly formatted Quote Log:  Choose SIX quotations (could be more than one sentence, but 
no more than a small chunk)  from throughout the book, two each that that illustrate Krakauer’s use of 1) ethos, 2) 
logos, and 3) pathos. For each choice, write out the ENTIRE quote and MLA cite it. In a sentence or two, explain 
how/why it’s an example of whatever you’re claiming it is. While it is true that many quotes can be examples of 



more than one device, only discuss ONE per quote.  EXAMPLE: “Alex’s cheap leather hiking boots were neither 
waterproof nor well insulated.  His rifle was only .22 caliber, a bore too small to rely on if he expected to kill large 
animals like moose and caribou, which he would have to eat if he hoped to remain very long in the country” 
(Krakauer 5).  This is an example of pathos.  Krakauer is trying to create a sense of pity for McCandless.  Even 
though McCandless went into the woods by his own choice, the fact that he was unprepared means he was almost 
guaranteed to suffer, which causes readers to feel some sympathy for him.   
 
 
E.  Write a short response which explains the idea of “the Great American Character” and how it’s tied to 
this text.  So what that means is that we Americans love to envision ourselves as these “rugged individuals” who 
“go forth and conquer the world.”  Think the stereotype of the American Cowboy.  Does Chris McCandless feel like 
he’s a part of this tradition?  Is he?  Support your claim with specific evidence (yes, quotes, plural, as in more than 
one for support;  explain them and DO NOT create a quote bomb).  MINIMUM response length: 350 words; 
MAXIMUM 600.  Write a word count AT THE END OF YOUR RESPONSE. 
 
You will enter all of your work except the vocabulary words into Turnitin once school starts. 
 
 
 
Into the Wild Vocabulary Words: 
*NOTE:  It is your responsibility to find these words.  If I have made a mistake with the placement or page numbers, 
sorry; I may have a different copy.   Find the words anyway .  

 
1. Robust, pg 28 top 
2. Hegira, pg 48 middle 
3. Surfeit, pg 62 bottom 
4. Callow, pg 90 middle 
5. Esthete, pg 90 middle 
6. Atavistic, pg 90 middle 
7. Obsequious, pg 117 epigraph 
8. Extemporaneous, pg 124 top 
9. Recalcitrant, pg 128 top 
10. Gregarious, pg 129 top 
11. Delineating, pg 129 bottom middle 
12. Demarcate, pg 136 top 
13. Phantasmagoria, pg 139 top 
14. Recumbent, pg 140 middle 
15. Hectored, pg 148 top 
16. Ambulate, pg 149 top 
17. Volition, pg 151 bottom 
18. Calamitous, pg 152 top 
19. Abated, pg 152 top 
20. Onerous, pg 153 bottom 
21. Gloaming, pg 161 bottom middle 
22. Bulwarks, pg 163 middle 
23. Castigated, pg 167 middle 
24. Miasma, pg 175 bottom 
25. Ungulate, pg 178 top 
26. Tableau, pg 179 bottom 
27. Feckless, pg 184 middle 
28. Fecund, pg 188 top 
29. Munificence, pg 188 middle 
30. Insidiously, pg 194 bottom middle 


