
AP English 11 AND APUSH Summer Reading Assignment – for both classes, 2017  
Michelle.fleming@stratford.org 

TEXTS: Book Thief, by Markus Zusak; A Walk in the Woods, by Bill Bryson 
 
Overview: 
The purpose of these assignments is to get you looking at more than just plot / character / typical “literary” information.  
The focus in this class is the way a piece is written – the author’s choices and the effects of those choices on readers.  
These first assignments are designed to sharpen your awareness of an author’s “voice,” both in published works and your 
own.  Every writer has a voice every time we put words on paper, whether we plan it deliberately or not.  In this class, you 
will develop your individual voice, and I look forward to hearing yours, both in this summer work and as it grows and 
develops over the coming year. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTES: 
 

 THIS IS AN INDEPENDENT ASSIGNMENT.  This means that you may not work with another student on your 
assignment.  The work must be entirely your own. 
 

 CONSULTING AN OUTSIDE SOURCE SUCH AS SPARKNOTES OR CLIFF’S NOTES IS AN HONOR CODE VIOLATION.  If we 
suspect you have used Sparknotes or any other such outside source, we will consider it a disciplinary issue and will 
turn your work over for investigation. 
 

 YOUR GRADES ON YOUR SUMMER READING WORK ARE VERY IMPORTANT.  They will have a BIG impact on your 
average for the first quarter.  Since there typically aren’t many grades earned during the first quarter, each grade 
counts more heavily.  Earning a zero or an F (even a C or a B) on this work will have serious and lingering 
consequences.  Note that average work will earn you an average grade.  Putting in minimal effort will earn you 
no higher than a C.  Although you will not earn a high grade based on effort alone (It’s about overall QUALITY), If 
you wish to earn a higher grade, your work should be insightful and thoughtfully written, which will require 
additional effort.  Take this work seriously and do your best. 
 

 
Specific Assignments 
 
I.  Book Thief 
In the “Reader’s Guide” found in the back of the book, Zusak gives an interview about the novel.  In his first answer, on 
page nine, he says, “I wrote about the importance of words in Nazi Germany.  I thought of Hitler destroying people with 
words, and now I had a girl who was stealing them back, as she read books with the young Jewish man in her basement and 
calmed people down in the bomb shelters.  She writes her own story – and it’s a beautiful story – through the ugliness of 
the world that surrounds her.”  He says later in the interview, on page 11, that he liked “the idea that every page in every 
book can have a gem on it.”  So that’s what this novel is about – the power of words.  More than anything else, watch for 
and mark passages that you love STYLISTICALLY.  Focus on the way Zusak writes and the literary / rhetorical choices he 
makes. 
   
A.  Marking / Quote Log:    In the cover of your book, write a MINIMUM of 15 page numbers and the beginning and ending 
words of the quote for which you found Zusak’s writing particularly interesting (beautiful, creative, fascinating, descriptive, 
insert your favorite adjective here).  Then you will add a brief note about each – why you chose it. Your entries will look like 
this: p. 99: “She could feel herself against the floor…A cheek. A calf muscle.” Syntax is broken, like Liesel.  Remember, just 
writing down a list of page numbers, a few words of the quote, and a brief description of why you chose the passage 
(doesn’t even need to be a full sentence) is sufficient for this part.  I’ll check these while you’re taking your essay test the 
FIRST FULL DAY OF CLASSES (the 1-7 day) in August . 
 
B.  Essay Test:  On the first full day of classes (the 1-7 day), you’ll have an essay question test.  The question will be one of 
those located in the back of the book NOT discussed on the Discussion Board (2, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12) – the Questions for 
Discussion which begin on pg. 3 of the Reader’s Guide.  Feel free to make notes in your book that would help you answer 



those questions.  You may use your book on the test IF YOUR BOOK HAS BEEN MARKED THROUGHOUT, and any notes 
written in it are fair game. 
 
 
 
II.  A Walk in the Woods 
This book is a work of non-fiction, but Bryson’s voice is anything but dull and devoid of life.  As you read about his 
experiences, pay attention to how he connects to the audience.  This text is, at its core, an argument.  So focus on the 
questions of 1) WHAT is it, exactly, that Bryson is arguing and 2) HOW does he keep his story from being dry and preachy 
(there are moments, yes, when he’s sharing the history of the region or the information about specific species found on the 
AT that are of necessity expository rather than narrative, but in general…).  Read the entire text (both sections). 
 
In APUSH, this work will also serve as a reference point for discussion when you cover the early days of discovery and the 
development of the colonies.  Think about what makes us “American,” and how the landscape has changed – for better and 
for worse.  You will be asked to connect those ideas in both discussion and in writing. 
 
A.  Vocabulary: We will make ONE google doc and everyone will be responsible for three words.  The list of who has which 
numbers follows this page. 
 
You must do the following by the end of July: 

1. Email me your email address so that I can add you to the google doc.  It must be a gmail address.  Email it to 
michelle.fleming@stratford.org.  

2. Define the word as it’s used in the text, give the part of speech, and write out the sentence from the book where 
the word appears.  Use dictionary.com. 

3. I believe there is a pdf online of this text; feel free to use control + F to search the pdf and copy and paste the 
sentence.  You still need to cite the page number from the book, though. 

4. WRITE IT IN EXACTLY THIS FORMAT: 
1. amble – Verb.  To go at a slow, easy pace; stroll; saunter.  “From Georgia to Maine, it wanders across fourteen 
states, through plump, comely hills whose very names—Blue Ridge, Smokies, Cumberlands, Green Mountains, 
White Mountains—seem an invitation to amble” (Bryson 3). 

 
You will be tested in three separate vocabulary tests.  The first one, words 1-32, will be in the first few days when we 
return, and the others will be very quickly after that, so begin learning them ALL now.   
 

1. amble 
2. irksome 
3. dissipate 
4. patrician 
5. inestimably 
6. priggish 
7. primeval 
8. palpable 
9. ostensibly 
10. convalescent 
11. banal 
12. jowls 
13. bluster 
14. svelte 
15. retinue 
16. smite 
17. lassitude 
18. prattle 
19. voluble 
20. serendipity 
21. depraved 
22. cadaverous 

23. viscous 
24. chortle 
25. stoically 
26. tedium 
27. guffaw 
28. reconnoiter 
29. jaunty 
30. desultory 
31. vexation 
32. disheveled 
33. congenital 
34. obtuse 
35. nubbin 
36. inundated 
37. reverie 
38. incredulous 
39. privations 
40. bemused 
41. seminal 
42. droll 
43. genial 
44. cosseted 

45. quips 
46. capacious 
47. surfeit 
48. impasse 
49. unperturbed 
50. emitted 
51. implacably 
52. rakish 
53. preposterous 
54. marauding 
55. convivial 
56. unrelenting 
57. insipid 
58. dire 
59. leonine 
60. terminus 
61. frisson 
62. blithely 
63. adrift 
64. imbecile 
65. beguiling 
66. confluence 



67. hapless 
68. spiel 
69. eminence 
70. unflappable 
71. remonstrate 
72. innocuous 
73. idiosyncrasies 
74. paroxysms 
75. impervious 
76. serenely 

77. en masse 
78. robustly 
79. vanguard 
80. grandeur 
81. disgorging 
82. derelict 
83. capacious 
84. plaudits 
85. hale 
86. boreal 

87. undulating 
88. contrite 
89. culled 
90. commensurate 
91. cloying 
92. verdant 
93. bereft 
94. farce 
95. flummoxed 

96. besotted 
 

 

Your Vocabulary Words

1. Carter Atkinson: 1-3 

2. Sam Atkinson: 4-6 

3. Gracie Bell: 7-9 

4. Preston Brewer: 10-12 

5. Sam Clark: 13-15 

6. Caroline Cole: 16-18 

7. Travis Cunningham: 19-21 

8. Layne Davis: 22-24 

9. Vivian Duong: 25-27 

10. Reese Ellis: 28-30 

11. Noah Fenimore: 31-33 

12. Alyssa Ferland: 34-36 

13. Maggie Fuchs: 37-39 

14. Stephen Grubb: 40-42 

15. Katherine Hamilton: 43-45 

16. Luke Haney: 46-48 

17. Ashlin Jackson: 49-51 

18. Ben Jorgensen: 52-54 

19. Griffin Matson: 55-57 

20. Hadley Neal: 58-60 

21. Kaitlyn Neel: 61- 63 

22. Sai Pagadala: 64-66 

23. Anna Parel: 67-69 

24. Cap Patel: 70-72 

25. Rush Patel: 73-75 

26. McKay Powers: 76-78 

27. Holland Schell: 79-81 

28. Zuna Shabbir: 82-84 

29. Jonathan Siegel : 85-87 

30. Alexandra Stefanis: 88-90 

31. Marta Stevenson: 91-93 

32. Mckinley Thompson: 94 

33. Li-An Tsai: 95 

 

You’re welcome, Mckinley and Li-

An .

 
 
II. Text Analysis 
Look for places where Bryson uses ___ to make his argument: 

- Logos – facts, objective people or events 
- Ethos – credibility; what makes this author an authority on this subject and why should we listen to him? 
- Pathos – use of emotion / emotional events or experiences to manipulate the reader’s feelings – usually so they 

feel sympathy or fear (or humor or any strong emotional connection) – so that the reader will more readily agree 
with the author 

 
You will choose NINE quotes total: three examples of logos, three of ethos, and three of pathos, one example of each from 
chapters 1-7, one example from 8-14, and one example from15-21.   
 
TYPE out the full quote in MLA format, then 1) give the context of the quote and 2) explain simply and briefly why you feel 
this quote fits the definition of logos, ethos, and pathos.  Remember that often quotes can be more than one device; only 
discuss ONE per quote.   
 
EXAMPLE: “According to the writer Hiram Rogers, grassy balds cover just 0.015 percent of the Smokies yet hold 29 percent 
of its flora” (Bryson 133).  At this point, Bryson and Katz have been walking for several weeks.  Bryson is relating 
information about one of the most important sights he sees on his journey.  This is an example of logos, because Bryson is 
using scientific fact, including specific measures, to explain how important these balds are to the health of the Smokies.  If 
the park rangers (and the American public in general) do not do something soon to keep the balds alive, we risk losing a 
large percentage of the flora found in the Smokies. 


