
Accelerated Sophomore English Summer Reading Assignment  

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini  
  

Part I. You will annotate The Kite Runner.   

 

During the reading - Mark the text and write notes in the margins.  Do not simply highlight text.  

 

You may want to create a system for annotating: box unknown vocabulary words, summarize each 

chapter, color code, etc. Please consider this list as you annotate the novel.  

 

 Characters  – you may want to start a list on the inside front cover with page references  

Consider the relationships between Amir and Hassan. And between Baba and Ali. Are 

any of the characters redeemable? Discuss the difference between Baba and Ali and 

between Amir and Hassan. Are Baba's and Amir's betrayals and similarities in their 

relationships of their servants (if you consider Baba's act a betrayal) similar or different? 

Do you think that such betrayals are inevitable in the master/servant relationship, or do 

you feel that they are due to flaws in Baba's and Amir's characters, or are they the 

outcome of circumstances and characters? 

    

 Summarize plot points and character development at the end of each chapter.  

 Make predictions 

 Formulate opinions 

 Make connections with films, music, other novels, current events.  

Ask questions. What is the significance of story-telling? What is the significance of the 

irony in the first story that Amir writes? After hearing Amir's story, Hassan asks, "Why 

did the man kill his wife? In fact, why did he ever have to feel sad to shed tears? Couldn't 

he have just smelled an onion?" How is his reaction to the story a metaphor for Amir's 

life? How does this story epitomize the difference in character between Hassan and 

Amir?  

  

 Comment on the different examples of situational, verbal, and dramatic irony.  

 Analyze the author’s craft; ask why he crafted the story the way he did. Consider diction, pacing, 

tone, sense of place, imagery, symbolism, dialogue, etc. What details are included/excluded?  

Amir's confrontation with Assef in Wazir Akar Khan marks an important turning point in the 

novel. Why does the author have Amir, Assef, and Sohrab all come together in this way? What is 

the significance of the scar that Amir develops as a result of the confrontation? Why is it 

important in Amir's journey toward forgiveness and acceptance? 

 Write reflections/reactions/comments 

 Examine symbols; patterns/repetitions; motifs. Consider the significance of pomegranate 

trees and scars and kites.  

 Are there any scenes that seem to parallel each other? Why do you think Hosseini might 

be making some parallel? 

 Consider the meaning of the novel’s title.  

 How effective is the ending of the book? 

 

 

Part II. Newspaper Article Summaries:  

 

You must read a minimum of four newspaper/magazine articles about Afghanistan. These need to be 

articles in reputable newspapers or magazines that were published during the summer.  At least two must 



be from international sources. After reading each article, you will write summaries that must encompass 

the whole article and not just the first few lines.   

 

The summaries should be five to seven sentences. Remember, summaries are not opinions of the articles. 

Type each summary on a separate sheet of paper with correct MLA citation below the summary. Please 

cite properly. You may consult Purdue Owl for assistance with proper formatting.  

 

You will print and annotate these four articles and staple them to the appropriate summary.  

  

Some suggested newspapers/magazines- The Wall Street Journal; The Guardian; BBC News; Reuters; 

The Atlantic; Christian Science Monitor. To look for international newspapers/magazines, there are 

different web sites that will provide links such as www.world-newspapers.com.  

 

Be prepared to discuss your findings in class.  

  

Please remember this is an independent assignment. This means that you may not work with anyone else. 

You will need to find your own newspaper articles and write your own responses. The work must be 

entirely your own. The Honor Code is in effect with this assignment.  

 

Part III. You will have an essay test about the novel at the beginning of the school year.  

  

 

 


