
The Wednesday Wars Summer Reading 

At the end of every chapter, write a sentence to summarize what happened in that section of 
reading. Choose one of the following to respond to in an essay.  Copy and paste your essay into 
an e-mail to Mrs. Carter (maryreid.carter@apps.stratford.org).  Include a few sentences telling 
me about you and a picture of you doing something fun this summer! 

 “When gods die, they die hard” (p. 93).  Explain the meaning of this quote. How does 
Holling experience the metaphorical deaths of many “gods” in The Wednesday 
Wars?  What new “gods” or “dreams” or “heroes” replace those who have “died”? 

 

 How do the plays Holling reads with Mrs. Baker mirror events in the book? 

 

 Explain Holling’s relationship with his father. What are the positive things about their 
relationship? What are the negative things? Does the end of the book leave you hopeful 
or fearful for their future relationship? Use examples from the book. 

 

 Explain Holling’s relationship with his sister. What are the positive things about their 
relationship? What are the negative things? What did it mean that they had to find each 
other? Use examples from the book. 

 

 How did your opinion of Mrs. Baker change as you read the book? Give specific 
examples and cite incidents from the story to support your view. 

 

 After reading The Tempest, Mrs. Baker tells Holling that defeats help us grow. What 
defeats does Holling suffer in the seventh grade, and how do they help him mature? 
 
 

 Why did Holling refer to his home as the “Perfect House,” and how does this relate to 
Holling’s father? Give details from the book that support the idea that all was not 
perfect. 

 

Details: 

 Include the above essay starter you chose at the beginning of your e-mail. 
 4-5 paragraphs of 4-5 sentences each. 
 Give your opinion and the facts to back it up. 
 Use details and supporting events from the story. 
 Check your spelling and grammar! 

 


